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| TH.'E NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR RESPONSIBLE F A’I’HERHOOD

- Axp Famwy DEVELOPMENT o |
8555 HoughAvenne . Cleveland. 0h1044106-1519 - (216)791 1468 .o Fax (216)791-0104

July 25, 1994
Ms. Carol Rosco | | o
Assistant to the’ President for- Domestlc Pollcy
The White House : . -
Washlngton, DC 20500

Dear Ms. Rosc0°

o It was a pleasure meeting and speaking with you at Vice President

v Gore's Family Re-Union III Conference. Although I have attended

many conferehces and events, this was the most insightfuluand
posltive yet. ' : ’ ‘ ' :

I belleve that ‘as we are. successful at brlnglng fathers into their
children's lives success will also follow . in allev1ating many’ of
the problems currently impacting families. Although many things

©~ are important to this nation, nothing should be more lmportant than

‘the future of its children. When a father upholds his nurturing,

. responsible, carlng role not only toward his child(ren) but also
the mother of hlS chlld(ren) success is immanent: ‘

o Thls lS the m1s51on of The. National Institute For Responsible‘
, Fatharheod And Family Development. In fact, our primary goal is to
sbuild brldges between generations by creatlng an environment where -
.fathers can make. life safe for thelr chlldren and the mother of
thelr chlldren. ~ :

When we spoke brlefly in Nashvzlle, Tennessee you 1nd1cated that I
. should call and arrange a meetlng the next time I would be in the
‘. . Washington DC area. I'will be-in Washington DC Thursday, July 28th
. to . testify at the <Committee on Ways "~ and Means Parental
. Responsibility Hearing being held in room B- 318 of the Rayburn -
- -House Office Building at 10:00 a.m. Followlng the hearing I will.
- be on Capital Hlll attendlng a receptlon to kickoff Parent‘s Day.A

oI wlll be avallable after 1: 00 p.m. on Thursday, July 28th and
‘would be extremely 1nterested in meeting with you. My assistant,
Ashanti Trent will be. 1n contact with you to make further
arrangements. ‘ .

| " And he shall rum the hearts of the fathers to ;keir d!iiareh. and the hearts of the ckf{d{en fo their Jathers ”. — )&ch:fri 46
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| BACKGROUND/PHILOSOPHY
Charles Augustus Ballard is the Founder and Pres1dent of The Natmnal Institute For A

. Responsnble Fatherhood And Family Development. Mr. Ballard conducted a research project
in 1976, which included several hundred fathers, ages 14-50. ‘The results indicated the need to -

 offer programs whmh focus on the predicament of young fathers, a populanon whose needs
though different, are mtertwmed with and are at least as great as those of the young mother. At

~ the time (1976), the female-headed household rate was only 33%, which was three nmes the 9% -

rate in 1950 By 1990, 67% of all babies bom to Afncan females were to single young women.

The National Institute began as an mdependent orgamzanon named "The Teen Father

o ‘Program A Family Service." The organization received its 501(c)(3) status from the IRS and-
* incorporated in 1982. Since that time, the proglam has served over 2 000 young fathers then'

| fathers and their families. .

The phxlosophy of The Natxonal Instxtute address the needs of fathers that in a major' '
~way, contribute to social problems mvolvmg out-of-wedlock pregnancies, joblessness and crime.
Young fathers are at risk of joblessness;, drug use, criminal victimization 'and imprisonment.
- Contributing factors' are a result of low or no: basic education, marketable employment skills,
socialization abilities, fathering skills, appropriate father or older male role models (father types), - .
. and a sense of self-worth. ' The experience of The National Institute is that the life of the father-

/,nnpacts on the lives of both the child(ren) and the mother. If comprehensive non-zradmonal o

~ services are- prov1ded to the father hfe opportumnes wxll be enhanced for the mother and the
‘chxld(rm) ' : , : ‘ s : ;

. The Natxonal Instrtute addresses core soc1a1 issues for a populanon segment that is not o

B mnrenﬂy served by any other group. As this population is unique and has few if any forerunners .

the services of The National Institute are customized for both the entire population and on an’
' "mdmdual case by case basis. From this perspective, The. Natlonal Institute is on the; cutnng'
edge of unplanned fatherhood school. drop-out, hom1c1de chermcal dependency, crime, °
| Joblessness and other related problems B : . '

-

AIthough the ma;or focus of The Natlonal Instxtute is to reach and provxde a hohstxc .

service approach to fathers, other members of the family often impact his life. Therefore, in -

"many cases these significant others are served in one or more of the programs and services of o
~ The Natmnal Instxtute. , . .

.  The Natlonal Instltute For Respon51ble Fatherhood And Famnly Development isa
non-proﬁt non-traditional, commumty based,. grassroots organization, that was designed to-
create an environment where young fathers and their fathers can make life safe for themselves,
 their children and the mothers of their children. = This is done.in the face of increased crime,
: school failure, homzcldes 'AIDS fatherlessness, and other related symptoms '

sl
|

o "Andhes&aam the hearts of fathers to their children, and the hearts ofchildre(rvtva their fazam" — Malachi 4:6
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. The Nanonal Instltute addresses core soc1a1 1ssues thh services that are custormzed to‘ |

' the needs of the individual father and the greater population. Although The National Institute .
serves primarily young fathers and their fathers; significant others, wives, girlfriends and siblings .
‘are also served. The National Institute's success in reaching and providing services to fathers

for the past eleven years was recently reported in a study conducted by Drs. G. Regina Nixon
and Anthony E. O. King of Case’ Western Umversxty, Mandel School of Apphed Soclal Scxences

: _'j”l‘he survey revealed that:
« - Fathers can be reached o ‘
- Fathers care about their children - : ’ ‘
"« Fathersand 31gn1ﬁcant others can have positive relatxonsh1ps between themselves
« - Fathers will participant in pro grams that identify their needs ' :
« : Fathers attitudes and behavior can be changed o

Fathers.can be reached and supported in creating their oxyn safe env:romnent for - . ’
their families, when the non-tradxtzonal mode} utilized by The Nanonal |
Instltutelsused | " AR RIS

.—,.

Other revelatlons of reorplents of our semoes molude -
- 70% of the recrplents complete twelve years of eduoanon
' Nearly 12% have at least one year of college
. 62% are employed ﬁ.dl-trme L
: 11% are employed part-nme

- 92% develop posmve values and attrtudes
e 96% expenence nnproved relanonshrp w1th the chzld’s mother

f-‘ 97 % spend more time w1th thexr chlldren and are prowdmg ﬁnanoxal support ‘

‘_ As dlush'ated., The National Instltute has demonstrated great success in workmg w1tht
young fathers, their fathers and their families. “Our goal for 1994 and 1995, is to create an
expanded service to reach more fathers through an increased Outreach staff. By domg so, we
would decrease. many of. the problems such as; domestic violencé and child abuse, school
dropouts out-of-wedlook pregnancxes hoxmc1de drug and alcohol usage and gang actmty

- We beheve that the most eﬁ'ecnve way to rebulldmg fannhes and communities, is 10

o prov1de comprehensxve services to fathers. The National Institute is designed to carry out this

- service. Through an expanded service we would be able to reach more fathers thereby nnpactmg
upon more of the problems that impact upon families and commumnes ‘

"And he shall turn tfxe hearts of fatllers to t.‘xe;r cluldren, and t.&e }:eart.s ef chzldren to thexr fathers" —_ Malachi 4:6
* bigoharfetnd ’ oo : . . : : : -
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FORMER CLIENT (PROTEGE) OUTCOME SURVEY
o 1999) A

PHASE I EVALUATION R
(EXECUTIVE SUMMARY) Lo e :

* G. REGINA NIXON, PhD o

~ Principal Investxgator

A(nt,hony E. O. ng, Ph D.

Co-Investlgator

- June, 1993

I4

" . _Copyright © 1993 The Naiiongl Ipistitutg For Responsible Fatherbood And Family Development. All rights reserved

. o i \ " ‘ . . - ) (-4
. " And he shall turn the hearts of the Jathers to their children, and the hearts of the children 1o their fathers " - . —

_ Malachi 4:6
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EERE | EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

‘ The purpose of the survey is mo-fold 1 ) to examine the ::npacts of semces

@006 .

offered by the National Institute for Responsible Fatherhood and Family. Development :
(NIRFFD) on clients served during 1984-1992 and 2) to empirically test the efficacy of
" the non-traditional outreach: ‘counseling model developed by the NIRFFD.  The survey .

was commzssxoned by the NIRFFD and funded by the Cleveland "ounda:wn o

The sample survey contams mformaaon from face to foce mtervrews with 151

o fornzer clients served over an ezght year. penod (1984-1992) The ana.lyses are bosed
'__onﬁvechentgroups B S S

e Entire Study group (151) L

@ Young male parents aged 15-25 (78)

. ® Young female parents aged 15-25 21)

@ Adults parents over 25 and grandparents (32)

. ® Others (teenagers, young adults, and older adults wul:ou: chzldren) (20)

N ".Although the National Institute for 'Responsible Fazherhood and Famdy
Development (NIRFFD) has evolved into a famdy program and serves a variety of

_ populations, young fathers continue to be the primary client group. As a result, the -
ﬁndzngs highlighted here focus heavily on the 78 young maIe parents who were 15-25 :

o years. old when they entered the program

Young Male Parents, Aged 15-25

DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE The 78 young male parents are predommantl_y :

African American (93.3 percent). Presently, over 60 percent are between the ages of '

22 and 30. Sixty-two percent are employed Sull-ime; 11. 7 percent are employed par:- ‘

t:me Ezghty six percent spent 12 months or less in the program.

IMPACTS OF NON-TIMDITIONAL OUTREACH/COUNSELING

INTERMEDIATE OU TCOMES. Non-tmdmonal outreach/counseling is the NIRFFD’s
“core intervention. The primary goals are to: 1) change thinking patterns through self-
: dzscovety and problem solving; 2) change behaviors; 3) provide role models to teach

young fathers how to be responsible parents; 4) provide an extended support network

similar to family and; 5) prowde young fathers wzth a sense of empowerment that wle

- ~help them achieve thezr goals in lzfe

To what extent did young male parents receive non-tmdmonal counselmg ﬁ
-services? To what extent did the respondents change thmkzng and behavior patterns?

To what. extent were role models Jfor responsible parenting provided? To what extent

' was an extended support network, similar to family, provided? Were young fatlxers o o

encouraged to set gools’ The ﬁndmgs are mdtcated below ;



